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AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 

CONFIDENTIAL CANBERRA 3436 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR 

SUBJ: LOS: AUSTRALIAN REPORT THAT CANADIAN REPRESENTATIVE 
WILL RAISE U. S. PORTS AND HARBORS CONTROL ACT DURING 
FORTHCOMING GENEVA MEETING 

1. ACTION REQUESTED: THAT DEPT. PROVIDE EMBASSY WITH TWO COPIES 
OF 1972 PORTS AND HARBORS CONTROL ACT. 

2. GERRYUN KT. ES, FIRST ASST. SECRETARY, DEPT. OF TRANSPORT. 

INFORMED EMBOFF JUNE 22 THAT HE UNDERSTOOD CANADIAN 
REPRESENTATIVE 

ALAN BEAZLEY PROPOSES EMBARRASS USG DELEGATION AT GENEVA BY 
MAKING PRESENTATION ABOUT RECENT " UNILATERAL" U. S. 

LEGISLATION ON LAW OF THE SEA MATTERS. ACCORDING TO UNKLES, LEGIS- 
LATION TO BE USED AS AN EXAMPLE IS PORTS AND HARBORS CONTROL 
ACT OF 1972. THIS ACT REPORTEDLY CONTAINS PROVISION THAT SHIPS 
USING U. S. PORTS AND HARBORS OF CERTAIN KIND WILL HAVE TO HAVE 
SEPARATE BALLAST COMPARTMENT AND DOUBLE BOTTOM. ACCORDING TO 
UNKLES, PASSAGE OF SUCH LEGISLATION COULD HAVE DETRIMENTAL EFFECT 
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UPON USG POSITION IN LOS AGAINST INDIVIDUAL STATES HAVING 

PASSED LEGISLATION ON LOS MATTERS OF INTEREST TO OTHER CONFERENCE 

PARTICIPANTS. 

3. UNKLES DESCRIBES BEAZLEY AS PARTICULARLY CANTANKEROUS AND 
UNDIPLOMATIC INDIVIDUAL WHO IN PAST HAS FREQUENTLY BEEN WIDE OF 
THE MARK IN HIS ATTACKS IN LOS FORUM. NONETHELESS, BEAZLEY COULD 
EMBARRASS U. S. DEL. BY VITRIOLIC REFERENCE TO U. S. PORTS AND 
HARBORS ACT. 

4. IN DISCUSSION, EMBOFF ASKED IF POSSIBLE CANADIAN ATTACK ON 
U. S. POSITION WAS NOT DEFENSIVE IN NATURE SINCE HE UNDERSTOOD 
CANADIAN PROVINCES HAD ALREADY LEGISLATED ON LOS MATTERS WITHOUT 
APPROVAL OF OTTAWA. UNKLES REPLIED THIS MAY BE SO, BUT HIS WORRY 
WAS THAT ANY CHIPPING AWAY AT POSITION THAT STATES SHOULD NOT 

ACT UNILATERALLY IN DRAFTING LEGISLATION WOULD HAVE AFFECT 
ON CONVENTIONS ALREADY IN FORCE AND MIGHT MAKE ACHIEVEMENT OF 
COMPREHENSIVE CONVENTION ENVISAGED AT PRESENT TIME MORE 
DIFFICULT TO ACHIEVE. 

5. COMMENT: WHILE FOREGOING INFORMATION MAY BE GRATUITOUS, 
EMBASSY PASSING IT ALONG AS MATTER OF INFORMATION. UNKLES 

IS OBVIOUSLY SINCERE IN HIS CONCERN ON LOS MATTERS AND HAD 
PREVIOUSLY EXPRESSED PERSONAL RESERVATIONS ABOUT SOME THE 
POSITIONS 

TAKEN BY AUSTRALIAN REPRESENTATIVES. EMBASSY HAS NO REASON 
TO DOUBT ACCURACY OF UNKLES' STATEMENTS. 

GREEN 
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